Adventure in España 2022
Small Group Adult Trip
Leaders: Juan Carlos Ortiz (ELC Director) & Tammy Schmidt (ELC Educational Travel
Program Coordinator)
If interested: Contact Tammy using the Contact Form in the Travel menu of our website
or at tammy@europeanlc.es
Price: $4275 Trip Dates: October 21st – November 4th
August 5th Sign-up deadline and $500 down payment due
September 21st Final Payment Due
(Pay by Debit or Credit Card or PayPal on our website) If you prefer an International Bank
Transfer, we will provide you with the necessary account info, and ELC will reimburse you
for the bank transfer fee.

Join us on an unparalleled, personalized travel opportunity in Spain that will
awaken your senses as you interact in a meaningful way with warm and
friendly locals and enjoy the authentic Mediterranean lifestyle while savoring
the many delectable dishes for which Spain is famous, including its exceptional
wines and cheeses. During our voyage, you’ll wonder at Spain’s natural beauty,
be captivated by the juxtaposition of the modern and ancient worlds, visit
impressive famous cities and historical sites, ponder captivating architecture
and artwork, be enchanted by the sights and sounds of traditional Flamenco
music and dance, and fascinate at the diversity of cultures that have built this
proud and alluring country.
Destinations: Madrid, Toledo, Granada, Córdoba, Ubrique, and Sevilla

Itinerary
Our itinerary reflects the basic plan for our Adventure in España 2022, however,
we are passionate about providing personalized travel, and if new
opportunities arise that we feel would benefit our travelers, we’ll make those
changes that we believe will improve the quality of the trip. We will also adapt
the tour pace, when necessary, to meet the needs of the group.

OCTOBER 20 - THURS: OVERNIGHT FLIGHT
Depart from the USA.

OCTOBER 21 - FRI: MADRID
Arrive in Madrid, settle into our accommodations, and we’ll begin to explore
Spain’s modern capital city. During our two days in Madrid, we’ll visit El Prado,
La Reina Sofía, and Sorolla art museums, where we’ll experience famous works
by Picasso, Velazquez, Dalí, Sorolla, Rubens, Goya, El Greco, and many more.
We’ll also stroll through the Plaza Mayor, La Puerta del Sol (Where all roads
lead out--Kilometer 0 in Spain), El Retiro park, and the city’s center, viewing
magnificent architecture and famous statues and fountains along the way.

El Prado - Madrid

OCTOBER 22 - SAT: MADRID
Today we continue our exploration of the capital city…

El Retiro Park - Madrid

OCTOBER 23 - SUN: TOLEDO/GRANADA
This morning we’ll head to Toledo, which was the capital of Spain before
Madrid and the former Visigoth kingdom capital. It’s called the “City of Three
Cultures,” due to its Christian, Jewish, and Muslim legacy, and Toledo was
named a UNESCO World Heritage Site because of the rich cultural history it
conserves. While there, we’ll view the Gothic Cathedral, El Greco Museum, the
Alcazar, main churches and synagogues, and tour the Old Town. We’ll also take
advantage of the impressive views of the city from Toledo Parador. Then, we’ll
embark on an evening drive to Granada, nestled at the foot of the Sierra
Nevada mountain range.

Toledo city view

Granada

OCTOBER 24 - MON: GRANADA
Today, we’ll take a guided tour of La Alhambra, the most stunning example of
Spain’s Moorish history, a magnificent achievement in both art and
architecture. We’ll also visit the Albaicín, the Cathedral and Medina, and stroll
along the River Darro.
Tonight, we offer the unique opportunity to experience a relaxing feast for the
senses: Optional night tour: Arabic baths visit & treatment.

La Alhambra - Granada

La Alhambra - Granada

OCTOBER 25 - TUES: CÓRDOBA
This morning, we’ll drive to Córdoba, where we’ll visit La Mezquita, the Great
Mosque of Córdoba, with its beautiful painted arches and mix of Islamic and
Christian influences. The Mezquita represents a time when Muslims,
Christians, and Jews interacted peacefully in a diverse and vibrant community.
We’ll also visit the Medina Azahara, the Puente Romano, and take a city stroll
through the Christian-Muslim-Jewish quarters.

La Mezquita - Córdoba

La Mezquita - Córdoba

OCTOBER 26 - WED: CÓRDOBA/UBRIQUE
After a leisurely morning in Córdoba, we’ll head to Ubrique. Juan Carlos, our
host and guide was born and raised here, and it’s home to European Learning
Centre (ELC). Upon arrival, we’ll take a driving tour of this charming and friendly
Pueblo Blanco (whitewashed town), which will be our home base for our
adventures over the next several days. Then we’ll stop for lunch and settle into
our homestays or other accommodations. This evening, we’ll enjoy time just
outside of town, at the Campo, Juan Carlos’ home and permaculture farm.
Here we’ll dine outdoors by the pool, under the grapevines Juan Carlos’ father
planted decades ago, savoring traditional Spanish fare such as Spanish tortilla
and gazpacho made from organic produce and eggs, all grown and laid on the
farm. At the Campo, they cultivate an impressive variety of fruits, vegetables,
and herbs, including regional products such as pomegranates, grapes, olives,
citrus, and figs. Tonight we’ll relax and enjoy each other’s company,
experiencing the Mediterranean lifestyle in its purest form, in a Spanish home
where it’s honored and has been preserved.

Ubrique

Juan Carlos’ home & permaculture farm

OCTOBER 27 - THUR: UBRIQUE
Today, enjoy the option to rest in in your accommodations or to take time to
explore your surroundings on your own. For those who would like to get out
into nature, we offer an optional hike in one of the two natural parks that
surround Ubrique. This evening we’ll walk a bit of the Roman Road, just outside
of Ubrique and then drive to Benaocaz, another of the Pueblos Blancos that’s
just 10 minutes away for dinner at an outstanding local restaurant.

El Parral restaurant - Benaocaz

OCTOBER 28 - FRI: UBRIQUE
Today we’ll begin our practical Spanish classes (including activities such as
trips to restaurants and supermarkets, cooking lessons, Flamenco lessons, etc.)
an alternative activity, or time to enjoy exploring the town your own, for those
who prefer unplanned mornings.
Before lunch, we’ll engage in a scavenger hunt in Ubrique, to get to know the
town a little better and to meet some locals. (Optional but highly
recommended)
Then, we’ll lunch at a local favorite restaurant, where we’ll try out El Menú del
Día (the menu of the day).
Afterwards we’ll embark on a walking tour of Ubrique, stopping periodically at
some of your hosts’ favorite spots and establishments.

ELC - Ubrique

Ubrique

OCTOBER 29 - SAT: UBRIQUE
This morning, engage in a practical Spanish class or an alternative activity, or
enjoy exploring the town your own (for those who prefer an unplanned
morning).
During the afternoon we’ll take in the natural scenery of El Bosque river walk,
stopping for a picnic lunch before we head to the Cheese factory & museum to
learn more about the area’s exceptional cheeses, as well as the process for
making them, sampling them along the way and possibly engaging in some
cheese making of our own. If time permits, we’ll make a stop at the Sierra de
Grazalema Nature Reserve reception for a brief intro about the many
adventures awaiting visitors to this natural park. This impressive natural
wonder, with its deep gorges, rivers, and cave systems was declared a UNESCO
Biosphere Reserve.

El Bosque river walk

OCTOBER 30 - SUN: UBRIQUE
Morning: Practical Spanish class, or enjoy exploring the town your own.
Afternoon: We’ll tour the Leather Factory and Leather Museum to learn about
the leather goods industry that fuels Ubrique’s economy. Ubrique boasts
talented local artisans who have created their own product lines, as well as
factories that produce some of the most coveted handbag brands in the world.
Later we’ll enjoy the view at Venta Ocuri, the restaurant across from the Roman
ruins, before touring the Roman city of Ocuri.
Evening: TBD

Ocuri Roman City - Ubrique

OCTOBER 31 - MON: UBRIQUE
In the morning, engage in practical Spanish classes including going out for
churros for breakfast with our ELC teachers, or explore on your own.
In the afternoon we’ll embark on a driving tour, Ruta Pueblos Blancos, the
whitewashed towns route: Starting in Ubrique, we’ll head to the following
towns: Benaocaz - Villaluenga - Grazalema - Benamahoma - El Bosque,
stopping along the way to catch amazing views of the Pueblos Blancos as well
as the natural scenery, to check out interesting sites, and to shop for local
products. El Bosque will be the last stop of the evening, and here we’ll
experience another of the area’s exceptional restaurants.

Villuengua Cemetery

View of Grazalema

NOVEMBER 1 - TUES: UBRIQUE
Today our morning includes a special goodbye session.
During the PM, we’ll celebrate with a Farewell to Ubrique Dinner at Juan
Carlos’ Campo, feasting on homemade paella, participating in games &
activities if desired, and enjoying each other’s company in a relaxed
atmosphere.

Paella master - Juan Carlos at the Campo

Ready to enjoy Juan Carlos’ paella at the Campo

NOVEMBER 2 - WED: SEVILLA
This morning, we’ll leave Ubrique for Sevilla, the capital of Andalucía, and the
final destination of our adventure.
We’ll tour the Old City, view the Bullfighting ring and Torre del Oro, take a stroll
along the Guadalquivir River, and enjoy dinner in the Triana neighborhood.

Guadalquivir River

NOVEMBER 3 - THURS: SEVILLA
Today we’ll tour the Sevilla Cathedral. This magnificent Gothic cathedral is one
of the three largest churches in the world. Attached is the imposing Giralda
Tower, which was part of the mosque that originally occupied this spot. Then,
we’ll head on to the Reales Alcázares royal palace, which like so many other
structures in Spain reflects both Muslim and Christian influences. This palace
boasts beautiful gardens, complete with fountains, reflecting pools, and
mazes, representative of its Moorish history. This afternoon we’ll stroll through
the Barrio de Santa Cruz, the Indian Archives, the Plaza de España, and María
Luisa Gardens. In the evening, we’ll catch a traditional Flamenco show, in the
city that’s considered the birthplace of Flamenco. Finally, since it’s our last
night together, we’ll enjoy a special farewell dinner.

Sevilla Cathedral

NOVEMBER 4 - FRI: DEPARTURE
Breakfast, Drive to Sevilla Airport or Train Station
Depart Sevilla for connection to USA

Trip price includes:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

14 nights lodging (see details below)
Most meals
Ground transportation during trip – beginning with airport pickup in Madrid
(October 21st) and ending with drop-off at Sevilla airport or train station on
(November 4th)
All entrance fees & some professional guided tours
Local Spanish/Spanish-speaking Guide (Juan Carlos)
Practical, fun Spanish classes or interesting alternative activities for those who
prefer not to take Spanish classes while in Ubrique
Many hours of informal learning and experiencing including Spanish, local culture
and history, nature, local dishes, local products, wines, and much more
Personalized travel service
24-hour availability of ELC staff in case of emergencies

Trip price does not include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Airfare and all air travel related fees
Airfare or train fare back to Madrid or chosen international departure city (from
Sevilla on November 4th)
Alcohol (accept during welcome and farewell dinners at Juan Carlos’ Campo)
Incidentals and personal items
Laundry services
Non-group meals
Additional transportation needs
Travel insurance (recommended)
Optional Tour: Arabic Bath visit and treatment

Lodging details (extra charge for requested single occupancy):
•
•

Larger cities: Hotels or Airbnbs
Ubrique: Homestays, Airbnbs, Hotel, possible limited housing at Juan Carlos’
Campo

Payment details:
•
•
•

$500 non-refundable fee reserves your spot. Due August 5th
Final payment due September 21st
In the unlikely event that the trip would have to be cancelled by ELC for any
reason, all payments previously paid, including the $500 non-refundable fee, will
be refunded to those travelers who have paid them

COVID-19:
•

We will do our best to keep our travelers up to date on the evolving situation
related to vaccine requirements, guidelines, and restrictions

